
[image: image1.wmf]
Northeastern Judicial Circuit
Treatment Services
For more information, contact:





Debbie Mott, Treatment Services Director

770-536-3837

dmott@hallcounty.org
Judge John E. Girardeau Inducted into the Drug Court Professionals Hall of Fame

Gainesville, GA, July 26, 2011: Senior Judge John E. Girardeau was inducted into the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame on Wednesday, July 20, 2011 in Washington, D.C. by the National Association of Drug Court Professionals (NADCP).

Election to the Stanley Goldstein Hall of Fame is the highest honor bestowed by NADCP, and it is named after the Honorable Stanley Goldstein, who became the nation’s first drug court judge in 1989 when the Miami-Dade Drug Court opened its doors and initiated a monumental shift in American criminal justice. Judge Goldstein’s impact can be seen in every drug court in the United States and around the world. His legacy lives on in over one million drug court graduates.


Each year the 3,000 members of the NADCP nominate candidates for the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame and vote on one selection. Judge Girardeau is this year’s selection, and he humbly accepted the award at the closing ceremony of the NADCP conference last week.


Over 10 years ago, Judge Girardeau became frustrated by what he observed in Georgia’s criminal justice system. Specifically, he saw that nothing was working to curtail drug crimes and drug addiction. He found himself repeatedly dealing the same individuals, and in some cases, with multiple generations of families whose involvement with the courts was due to drug-related crimes.

In 2000, Judge Girardeau decided enough was enough. He formed the Drug Court Steering Committee in Hall County, and in February of the next year the Hall County Drug Court took in its first participant.  

Today, the Hall County Drug Court is in its 10th year of operation and has had 368 graduates. It serves as a mentor court and is seen as a model throughout the United States and the world. But Judge Girardeau wasn’t done with just starting a drug court. As one of the founding members of the Judicial Council Standing Committee on Drug Courts, Judge Girardeau was influential in the establishment of legislation for drug courts in Georgia. Such legislation provided a firm, legal basis for the drug court movement to expand across the state. This legislation provides the foundation on which new courts can get started as well as legitimizing drug courts as a division of Superior Courts thus allowing state and federal funding to be solicited. This Committee guides accountability courts in following the 10 Key Components by setting standards for treatment, drug screening, etc. The forward progress of the State of Georgia gives wind to the sails of the national drug court movement. He was instrumental in the development of the Dawson County Treatment Court, the first hybrid DUI/Drug Court in Georgia, which opened in September 2006. Additionally, his vision inspired the creation of Hall County’s DUI Court, Mental Health Court, Family Treatment Court, and Parental Accountability Court, as well as the formation of Friends of Recovery, a non-profit organization which supports the treatment courts and participants in the Northeastern Judicial Circuit.

“Judge Girardeau has made an indelible mark on Georgia’s criminal justice system,” said NADCP CEO West Huddleston. “His foresight and dedication has been a catalyst for drug court expansion in his circuit and across Georgia. In the 11 years since Judge Girardeau helped create the Hall County Drug Court, 52 other drug, DUI, juvenile, and family dependency courts have started in Georgia with more to come. Numerous lives and families have been saved and will continue to be positively impacted by his tremendous dedication and public service. It is a great honor to include Judge John Girardeau in the Stanley Goldstein Drug Court Hall of Fame.”
Through his efforts, Judge Girardeau has meaningfully touched many lives. Randy Puckett, who graduated from the Hall County Drug Court in 2002, entered the program after 21 years of heavy drug use and while facing a second felony drug conviction. He experienced many trials as he worked through the strict requirements of the program, but today, two months shy of his 49th birthday, he can proudly say he remains drug free. 

“Judge Girardeau saw something in me that I could not see in myself,” Puckett said. “He had unwavering faith in a man he had never met. The faith and belief he showed in me nearly nine years ago still has an effect on me today. On October 22, 2011, I will celebrate nine years drug-free. Had it not been for his leadership in the drug court system, at best, I would be just another statistic today. Instead, I am a productive member of society, and I want Judge Girardeau to know that I’m still here, I’m still sober, and I’m still grateful.”
Since the program’s inception in early 2001, Hall County Drug Court has graduated 368 participants. The program’s retention rate is 91%. Nearly 40 drug-free babies have been born to participants, and, despite the present economy, currently 91.8% of the participants are employed. Drug Court estimates an annual taxpayer savings of $310,500 in comparison to incarceration. 

###

_974258176.unknown

